As a critical component of Chinese think tanks, university think tanks of China have become an important bridge between policy communication and academic research for their professional research capacities and positive social influence. Hence, university think tanks, which have significant influences in the research field of "the Belt and Road" policy, were selected as the subject of this paper, in which their research orientations, research findings, and academic trends are analyzed from the perspective of new media. On this basis, the participation mechanism of university think tanks in "the Belt and Road" policy field is summarized according to the research features and functions of different types of university think tanks, such as think tanks established by comprehensive universities, foreign studies universities, or other local universities. The research findings reveal that university think tanks tend to spread their opinions and suggestions to the public or decision makers through various media methods (e.g. website, microblog, WeChat, forum construction, and news reports), mainly aiming at influencing public opinions and decisions. Furthermore, new media and university think tanks can have effective communication with the public and the government in accordance with their specific features, thus creating a mutually accessible and influential policy network structure. In this network structure, media exposure and public opinions become the problem flow during the research on "the Belt and Road" policy. Then, university think tanks and media comments put forward feasible solutions in response to relevant problems, thus forming the policy flow. Next, related policy suggestions driven by public opinions and social interest groups will become a political flow to affect policy activists. Eventually, strategic decisions will be made, realizing the expression of public opinions and
Introduction
Since 2008, the number of global think tanks has shown a rising trend, and the globalization is also affecting China. According to Global Go To Think Tank Index Report 2016, there are totally 6846 think tanks in the world. The United States ranks the first, which has 1835 think tanks. China has maintained its second place since 2008. In 2016, the number of China's think tanks has reached 435, and nine of them are listed as World Top Think Tanks. However, this proportion is still less than 1/4 of that in the United States. Domestic statistics have shown that the current number of China's think tanks may have exceeded 2500 [1] . This estimation may be different from international statistics. But the big difference showed that, although China has a large number of think tanks, the influences of most think tanks are not recognized internationally, and the development of China's think tank is still at the start-up stage compared with the United States who ranks the first either in quantity, quality or influence.
In early 2017, CTTS of Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences released 2016
Chinese Think Tank Report: Influence Rankings and Policy Suggestions, which divided think tanks into four types according to the growing environment and properties presented during the operation of the think tanks. These four types are government and military think tanks, social sciences think tanks, university think tanks and folk think tanks. Government and military think tanks, and social sciences think tanks are official think tanks, which have strong dependence during the administrative process, and are quite closed; folk think tanks are of insufficient information sharing mechanisms, and lack long-term and stable capital resources. On the whole, these three types of think tanks are in short of independence. Compared with official and folk think tanks, university think tanks present more autonomy in research field and orientation. Additionally, they can also enjoy the financial support from the country. Hence, university think tanks have the advantages of independence and durability. But the development of university think tanks in China is lagging behind foreign think tanks. With the development of internet technology, new media such as microblog,
WeChat and forum have become new ways for the public to express their opinions, to proceed with social mobilization, and to participate in policy researches. As an auxiliary body for policy decisions, university think tank plays a crucial role in political spreading. Hence, it has become a new subject for think tank construction and political spreading of how to make an effective use of university think tanks to involve public opinions into formal political structure to arouse the attention of policy makers and public administrators in new media environment. During the process of public policy making and political spreading, China not only needs to learn from advanced overseas experience, but also needs to consider the new media environment based on the national conditions of China to give full play of the influence of think tanks on policy making and spreading.
At present, our country attaches great importance to the study of "the Belt and
Road" policy. In order to reduce decision-making errors, a large number of policy research teams participate in it. According to the "the Belt and Road" big data report, we can see that more than 20 think-tanks research team participate in the study of "the Belt and Road", including many well-known university think tanks. Therefore, this paper will rely on the report of the University of Pennsylvania think tank, the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences think tank report, zero point think tank report and think tank China's think tank directory, selected in "the Belt and Road" areas have outstanding research university think tanks. From the perspective of multiple stream theory to discusses the research trends, research directions and research subjects of these university think tanks in the field of "the Belt and Road" policy, and then summarizes the mechanism for university think tanks to participate in major public policies. University think tanks are required to provide powerful and solid intellectual support for the foresight and complexity of "the Belt and Road" strategy. Therefore, it is urgent for university think tanks to become more professional and refined. 
Current Situation of University Think Tanks Using New Media
The forms of media mainly include traditional media, new media, we-media and all-media. All-media is a macroscopic description of current media forms; wemedia is a description of how individuals participate in media activities from the perspective of microstructure; new media is a contrast to traditional media. Traditional public affairs consultation and discussion as well as citizens' opinion ex- Table 1 
Research Trends of University Think Tanks in "The Belt and Road" Strategy Realm
The global economic crisis in 2008 completely disclosed the dependence of Chinese economy system on overseas market demands, which is a caution that China should overcome the problem of excess production capacity and enhance L. Zhang, J. Guo or "the Belt and Road", in September and October 2013 during his visits to Central and southeastern Asian countries. The exploration into "the Silk Road Economic Belt" (SREB) dates back to the late 1990s when some government officials and scholars made appeals to strengthen the communication and cooperation between relevant domestic areas and overseas economies through the construction of Silk Road. The research into "Maritime Silk Road" (MSR) was first conducted in the 1980s; most of relevant literatures focus on the history and culture of MSR. New era significances are attached to SREB and MSR from the perspective of time and space in the 21 st century. Silk Road is a road for the development of both economic trade and culture. Recent researches on "the Belt and Road" policy mainly focus on hot topics as development of reciprocal economic and trade cooperation, cooperation between China and Arab countries, cooperation between China and India, regional economy development, China's economic growth, the construction of economic belt, maritime strategy layout, religion and culture exchange, synergetic development of the minorities [6] .
In the four years after the proposal of "the Belt and Road" policy, this policy has gradually gained general consensus in the world. China has signed cooperative agreements with more than 30 countries along the Silk Road and established production cooperation with over 20 countries up to October 2017. All the deployments are in execution step by step, and international organizations as the United Nations made positive response to the policy. Many of the Chinese universities have also made positive response to "the Belt and Road" policy; various research institutes are founded focusing on the Silk Road Economic Belt to study this policy in coordination with Chinese innovation centers. Incomplete statistics reveal that think tanks established by Chinese universities concerning "the Belt and Road" policy are mainly located in Beijing, Shaanxi, Fujian, Zhejiang, Tianjin, and Hainan Province. And the number of university think tanks in Beijing ranks the first. Besides, these think tanks are basically supported by "985" and "211" universities and founded in 2015 (see Table 2 ). This way, they can all play an effective role of scientific research institution according to their own discipline advantages. For example, university think tanks related to foreign languages mainly involve cultural communication; comprehensive "985" university tinker tanks concern cooperative innovation and integrated studies; local university think tanks mainly focus on researches into certain fields.
The university think tanks listed in Table 2 14 research reports The proposal of "Five Criteria" for evaluating the development of countries along "the Belt and Road", including "policy coordination", "facilities connectivity", "unimpeded trade", "financial integration, and "people-to-people bond". 
The University Think Tanks Use the Multiple Streams Theory to Influence of "The Belt and Road" Strategic Process
The impact of think tanks on public policy can be analyzed from multiple pers- to open the window of the policy, and then the policy problem will be put on the agenda and promote the policy change. The three streams have the different focuses, the problem stream is focus on how to raise the visibility to let the research problem into the research topic, the policy stream is focus on how to make their own research program to get the core right's of attention, the political stream is focus on how to guide public opinion, and obtain the support of interest groups and the power of the core staff. University think tanks can enjoy the national support in the source of funds, and their policy research programs can get the attention and support of government officials. Therefore, colleges and universities have unique advantages in influencing the politics stream. The university think tank's disciplines and scientific research facilities are complete, and gathered a group of outstanding expert research team, their academic research ability is other think tanks can not catch up, and they have more energy to put their research goals on the scientific and objective nature of the results. Therefore the university think tanks can create more valuable research results, and its impact on the policy stream also has a strong advantage. After the above description draw analysis model shown in Figure 1 , the analysis of the following case will be based on this theoretical model framework to explore how the university think tanks affect the public policy process.
"The Belt and Road" strategic planning has been obtained 64 foreign countries' L. Zhang, J. Guo Figure 1 . A multiple stream model diagram of University think tanks influencing public policy process.
along the country's positive response, "The Belt and Road" initiative take the "policy coordination, facilities connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial integration, people-to-people bond" as the construction of the main objectives and tasks, the "people-to-people bond" is the "The Belt and Road" construct social foundation, which shows that in the diplomatic system the public communication should take as an important part in public diplomacy. According to the statistics provided by IZP Technologies Group，from September 2013 to December 2015, the world's major news websites, social media, forums and other channels have directly related with "The Belt and Road" 36 billion data. The global media and Internet users on the "The Belt and Road" concern more than 35 billion people, the media published more than 650 copies of the relevant articles [7] , and every event will form a milepost attention peak, such as "push to build Silk
Road Economic Belt and twenty-first Century Maritime Silk Road vision and action", "China on the Arab national policy document" and so on. In the process of promoting the development of the "The Belt and Road" strategy, the university think tanks should take the lead. Because of its professionalism in policy research, it has a good influence in the media and public opinion. Compared with the Chinese government through its own official media to promote the policy, the university think tanks can be targeted to disseminate and share information, the university think tanks are the best choice for policy propaganda. University 
Conclusion
Through analysis we know that a good soft environment carrier should be established to transmit the spirit and cooperation idea of Silk Road, thus improving the influence of the university think tanks serving for "the Belt and Road" strategy. This kind of influence consists of many aspects, which involve political parties, governments, the public, and various interest groups. The development of our country's think tank has its own advantages and characteristics, whether it is the official think tank, the folk think tank or the university think tank, and has its own research field and works, but the powerful think tank also has its own limitations and shortcomings. The funds to support the development of the university think tank in our country mainly come from the government support.
Therefore, the development of the university think tank needs the recognition of the government first, and then participates in the public policy process. In addition, university think tanks should pay attention to decision-making departments in order to create good policy network structure; attention should also be L. Zhang, J. Guo American Journal of Industrial and Business Management given to public views. More specifically, Internet forums, microblogs, WeChat, and other social network should be used to conduct public opinion analysis. This way, the communication of policies can be enhanced, an impartial social environment for discussion can be created, and a general consensus can be reached through joint discussions. Consequently, the conversion rate of think tank achievements can be truly improved. Finally, the development of university think tanks also needs to strengthen the use of new media. The influence of university think tanks on public policies is to a large extent through cooperation with the media, through strengthening the use of media environments such as forums, Weibo, WeChat, and the Internet. Then guide public opinion, collect public opinion, strengthen the effectiveness of public policy solution. Therefore, in the modern decision-making environment under the new media, it is necessary to establish a multi-level network of communication, interaction and cooperation among the government, enterprises, think tanks, the public, the media, etc. Whether the public can understand and obtain public policy information through the new media environment, and take the initiative to participate in policy discussion to the formation of collective action and public opinion ability which also indirectly reflects the degree of social democratization of a country, to the development of the school think tank is also important support.
